
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

China strides on to scene for first time at 
Victoria International Track Classic
June 8, 2006 (VICTORIA, BC) 
The Victoria International Track Classic on June 11th will host the National track and field team from the People's Republic of China for the first time ever in the history of the meet. 
 

The Chinese contingent of two dozen will boost the list of international rivals already confirmed from other countries such as U.S.A, Mexico, Great Britain and Kenya.
 

The twilight evening event, with a $30,000 prize purse, will feature a showdown of rivalries including Achraf Tadili, 2006 Commonwealth Games silver medalist, Canadian Olympian Kevin Sullivan, and China’s Li Xiangyu in the men’s 800 meters, and Canadian record holder Diane Cummins set to be challenged by American Alice Schmidt, and China’s young twenty-year-old distance star, Liu Qing in the women’s 800 meter race. 
 

China’s two dozen athletes include:
· 2004 Olympic Gold medalist Xing Huina, running in the women’s 1500 meters, 
· Li Rongxiang, China’s Javelin record holder 

· Shi Dongpeng, men’s 110m Hurdles silver medalist from the 2005 Asian Games, 

· Gao Shuying, to challenge Canada’s Stephanie McCann in the women’s Pole Vault
 

“The Victoria International Track Classic produced for the last 18 years by the Victoria International Running Society has long been one of the premier athletics events in Canada and this has elevated it to even greater levels,” said Brent Fougner Race Chair and Director of the PacificSport National Athletics Centre.
 

China’s commitment comes from the 2005 bilateral agreement signed by the Canadian and Chinese Olympic Committees in Beijing. The agreement provides Canadian athletes with early access to training and acclimatization sites leading up to the 2008 Olympics in Beijing while offering Chinese athletes reciprocal opportunities to prepare in Canada leading up to the 2010 Winter Olympic Games in Vancouver. 
 

The Chinese have the 2008 Summer Olympics in mind as part of their commitment to sending a contingent to the VITC and other meets in the PacifiCanada Track & Field Series.
National events, featuring local university competitors in the women’s 5000m, men’s and women’s 1500m, and women’s pole vault, start at 4:00 p.m.
 The elementary Miracle Mile relay with Victoria grade schools forming relays of up to 16 children will be the last event before the special Opening Ceremonies at 5:00 p.m. The International feature events will follow at 5:00 p.m. 
Tickets are available at the gate, $7.50 adult, $5 kids under 12 or $20 for a family. Proceeds go to support developing athletes. Complete schedule, athlete bios and more info found at www.trackclassic.com.
 

PacificSport - Powering Sport Performance: PacificSport consists of two Canadian Sport Centres (Victoria and Vancouver) and eight Regional Sport Centres (Fraser Valley, Interior BC, Okanagan, Northern BC, Sea to Sky, Vancouver, Vancouver Island, and Victoria).  PacificSport fosters a dynamic environment for sport performance at all levels via Three Waves of Excellence - strategic investment in identified sports, a world-class training environment, and quality athlete and coach services – working in partnership with regional, provincial and national sport organizations. www.pacificsport.com
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For more information, contact: 
Lisa Lynam, Communications Coordinator, 
(250) 744-5911, (250) 744-5531, 
Email: llynam@pacificsport.com

